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As peoples across the Muslim world stru-
ggle to assert their identity, shape their 

political futures, establish governments that 
actually represent them and their interests, and 
yearn for their opinions to have a much greater 
influence on what those governments actually 
do, most seem to think that this is achievable 
not by radically separating their religious con-
victions from politics but by constructing rep-
resentative political orders grounded, in some 
meaningful way, in Islamic tradition, ideas, and 
values. However, Western policy toward the 
Muslim world, particularly in the Middle East, 
have either ignored or actively tried to under-
mine this reality. Until global policymakers, par-
ticularly in the West, actually acknowledge this 
reality and begin to form policy on the basis of 
such recognition, their engagement in the regi-
on will be deeply flawed, both for the people of 
the region as well as for Western interests and 
global peace.  

Furthermore, some of the difficult challenges 
facing the people of the region that would 
ultimately have to be confronted and settled 
before stability, peace, and harmony are fully 
realized, include the questions of political le-
gitimacy, democratization and respect for the 
rules of democracy, constitutional government 
and the rule of law, restructuring of civilian-mi-
litary relations, independent judiciary, transpa-
rent and good governance, respect for human 
rights, assertion of cultural identity and public 

role for Islam in society, dealing seriously with 
the issues of modernity, extremism, terrorism, 
sectarianism, ethnic nationalism, social justice 
and economic development, gender equality, 
pluralism and minority rights, foreign hege-
mony and occupation, and exercising sovereig-
nty and national independence.

The Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA) 
at Istanbul Zaim University has been establis-
hed to study these issues as an independent, 
nonprofit, research and public policy institu-
tion. Its mission is to conduct high quality re-
search and analysis, educate the public and 
policymakers, train experts, and propose novel 
ideas and policy recommendations regarding 
global policies and relations impacting the Isla-
mic world, and the development and progress 
of Muslim societies.

Since its inauguration on September 5, 2017, 
CIGA has been quite active on many fronts. We 
hope that this quarterly bulletin, The Strategist, 
would be one of the effective ways of reaching 
out to the public, and conveying the outcome 
of our research projects, the views of our re-
search fellows, and the news of our academic 
activities to the experts in the field, as well as to 
policymakers and the general public. 
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ABOUT CIGA

The Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA) was established in the fall 2017. It is an in-
dependent, nonprofit, research and public policy institution based in Istanbul, Turkey, and 
affiliated with Istanbul Zaim University. Its mission is “To conduct high quality research 
and analysis, educate the public and policy makers, train experts, and propose novel ideas 
and policy recommendations regarding global policies and relations impacting the Islamic 
world, and the development and progress of Muslim societies.” Through realizing this vi-
sion, CIGA aims at becoming a premiere research institution for ideas, analysis, and policy 
recommendations on global affairs impacting the Muslim World, and its future relations 
with world powers based on shared principles, common interests, and mutual respec

Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University has 8 schools, 13 re-
search institutes and more than 9000 students from 75 
different countries. It is my honor, to warmly welcome 
the newly established Center for Islam and Global Affairs 
(CIGA) at Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University under the 
leadership of its director Prof. Dr. Sami Al-Arian and his 
team of researchers and administrative staff as a part of 
our university’s academic profile. It has indeed been my 
joy to observe how CIGA within only the last six months has succeeded in establishing interna-
tional and national academic cooperation, a regular academic program, as well as in organizing 
the International Conference on the Muslim Ummah, which brought around twenty prominent 
scholars working on Islam and Muslim societies together to our campus. For our university as 
well as for the Turkish academia in general, CIGA offers an innovative and important extension 
of research areas and professional expertise that has been long due. With confidence in a future 
success story, I am looking forward to the many more exciting events and research outcomes 
conducted by CIGA.
                                 

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

Prof. Dr. Mehmet BULUT
President 

Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University
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CONFERENCE CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

CIGA and Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim Uni-
versity organized the International 

Conference on the Muslim Ummah as a ki-
ck-off-event of our center’s activities. It suc-
cessfully introduced us and our work both 
to Turkish and international academic au-
diences. The conference was co-sponsored 
by the Alwaleed Center for Muslim-Christian 
Understanding at Georgetown University in 
the U.S., and the College of Islamic Scien-

ces of Hamad bin Khalifa University in Qatar. 
Student volunteers assisted the conference 
organizers, and their help was a crucial cont-
ribution to the success of the event. Their 
hard work was acknowledged by CIGA with 
honorary certificates. The conference prog-
ram consisted of six academic sessions and 
a public event which was held at the Yahya 
Kemal Beyatlı Convention Center. Here is a 
brief description of these sessions.

The “International Conference on the Muslim Ummah: Synthetizing 
New Paradigm, Analyzing Modern Challenges”, October 8-10, 2017. 

A photo of all the speakers of the International Conference on the Muslim Ummah held at Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University, October 8-10, 2017.
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Session I: The Muslim Ummah: Re-
examining the Concept and Developing a 
New Paradigm
Dr. Arif Ersoy (IZU) and Dr. Hussein Elkazzaz 

(Insan Center for Civilizational Studies) 

presented their views on how the concept 

of the Ummah can be understood within  

the context of the current social, political 

and economic developments. Wars, forced 

migration, Western “isms” such as capitalism 

and colonialism have influenced not only 

the demographics of the Muslim world but 

also the Muslim mentality. Identities and 

affiliations are thus in crises and the question 

on how the concept of the Ummah can be 

re-evaluated, articulated to the masses and 

used to recreate a strong and a thriving 

Muslim world, remains. The session was 

chaired by Dr. Sohaira Siddiqui (Georgetown 

University, Qatar). 

Session II: Political Legitimacy in the 
Muslim World
Dr. Ovamir Anjum (University of Toledo), Dr. 

Dalia Fahmy (Long Island University) and Dr. 

Emad Shahin (HBK University in Doha) shed 

light on the current and past theoretical and 

theological discussions on how in the Islamic 

tradition political legitimacy has been and 

can be defined and how those definitions 

are to be understood within the context 

of modern transformations of popular 

will and institutions. Hereby the specific 

case of the post-Arab-spring societies and 

the endogenous and exogenous factors 

impacting authoritarianism, elections, 

militancy, governance and democratization 

processes were unpacked. The session was 

chaired by Dr. Ismail Numan Telci (Sakarya 

University).

Session III: Global Challenges to the Muslim 
World
Dr. Richard Falk (University of California), 
Dr. Flynt Everett (Penn State University) and 
Dr. John Esposito (Georgetown University) 
discussed how U.S. policies regarding the 
Middle-East have demonstrated the issue 
of geopolitical hegemony as a continuum of 
colonialism. This hegemony has led not only 
to the “war on terror” with international and 
U.S. socio-political consequences but also 
to the phenomena of Islamophobia, now 
widespread in Europe and the U.S. Dr.Sami 

Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, Dr. Hussein ElKazzaz, Dr. Arif Ersoy, Dr. Sohaira Siddiqui

Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, Dr. Ismail Numan Telci, Dr. Ovamir Anjum, Dr. Dalia Fahmy, Dr. Emad Shahin
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Al-Arian also spoke about the role and core 
issues of political Zionism and the Israeli 
occupation of Palestine. He described how 
they have been entangled in foreign and 
domestic policies of Western governments, 
especially the U.S. The session was chaired 
by Mr. Jamal El-Shayyal (Al-Jazeera). 

Session IV: Re-defining the Role of Islamic 
Law in the Modern World
Dr. Jonathan A. Brown (Georgetown 
University), Dr. Asifa Quraishi-Landes 
(University of Wisconsin-Madison) and Dr. 
Tariq Ramadan (Oxford and HBK Universities) 
explained in their talks on Sharia’ how this 
compilation of legal and political systems 
should be understood first from its historical 
functionality, secondly as a possible building 

block of Islamic constitutionalism that 
neither is secular nor theocratic, and thirdly 
from the meanings it gives to the Islamic 
worldview and implementation within the 
context of modern nation states. The session 
was chaired by Dr. Abbas Barzegar (Georgia 
State University).  

Session V: Socioeconomic Challenges in 
the Muslim World 
Dr. Ahmet Faruk Aysan (Şehir University) and 
Dr. Mehmet Bulut (IZU) focused on the topics, 
how high rates of youth unemployment in 
Islamic countries negatively contribute to 

social justice, poverty and low productivity 
and how overcoming this particular issue 
would help the OIC countries to benefit 
from globalization and gain better economic 
performance. Dr. Ömer Çaha (IZU) and 
Dr. Asma Afsaruddin (Indiana University) 
discussed the empowerment of women 
and youth and provided counter-narratives 
regarding the inferior position of women in 
the Muslim world from discourses of feminist 
movements in North Africa, Iran and Turkey 
as well as analysis of the role women and 
the youth have played in the pro-democracy 
movements during Arab Spring. The session 
was chaired by Dr. Abd al-Fattah al-Awaisi 

(IZU). 

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, Dr. Mehmet Bulut, Dr. Ahmet Faruk Aysan, Dr. Abd al-Fattah El-Awaisi, 
Dr. Asma Afsaruddin, Dr. Ömer Çaha

Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, Dr. Tariq Ramadan, Dr. Jonathan Brown, Dr. Abbas Barzegar, 
Dr. Asifa Quraishi-Landes

Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, Jemal Elshayyal, Dr. Flynt Leverett, Dr. Richard Falk, Dr. John L. Esposito
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Session VI: Understanding Fault Lines 
within the Muslim Ummah 

In this session, Dr. Nader Hashemi (University 

of Denver), Dr. Heba Raouf Ezzat (Ibn 

Haldun University), Dr. Abdullah Al-Arian 

(Georgetown University in Doha) and Dr. 

Amr Darrag (Egyptian Institute for Studies) 

reflected on the diverse ideological divides 

across the Muslim world and on civilian-

military relations. It was argued that the 

Sunni-Shia conflict, that should not be 

understood as a theological conflict tracing 

back to the 7th century but as a political 

mobilization of ethnic identities; while the 

issue of secularism that is erroneously taken 

to polarize Arab nations and overshadowing 

other more pressing social and political 

issues such as class and gender; and finally, 

nationalism as an ideological project that lead 

to the collapse of traditional empires and the 

failure of the Islamic revivalist movements to 

respond to modern challenges. The session 

was chaired by Dr. Ömer Taşgetiren (IZU).  

Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, Dr. Abdullah Al-Arian, Dr. Ömer Taşgetiren, Dr. Amr Darrag, 
Dr. Heba Raouf Ezzat, Dr. Nader Hashemi

Dr. Mehmet Bulut, IZU’s president, addressing conference on Muslim Ummah.
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The closing session of the conference, with 
speeches by Dr. Sami Al-Arian and Dr. Meh-
met Bulut, hosted two of the most prominent 
international scholars with a significant im-
pact on the study of Islam in the West, Dr. Ta-
riq Ramadan and Dr. John Esposito. Dr. Sami 
Al-Arian, the Director of CIGA, started the 
session by mentioning the Qur’anic origin 
of the word Ummah, and how the Prophet 
Muhammad has described the global Muslim 
community as a one unified body, that aches, 
even, if only one part of it aches.  Dr. Rama-
dan stressed in his speech the importance 
of every Muslim to base their identity as a 
member of the global Ummah on principles. 
“That is a responsibility we have before God 
and humanity. The basis of the identity shall 
not be blood, country nor nationality, but 
principles, which enable us to be self-criti-
cal so that we can voice to to our countries 
and governments, that what they are doing 
is not in our name,” he told more than 1,300 
people in the audience. He continued, “That 
is very the very essence of what it means to 

understand the responsibility of belonging 
to the global Ummah.” Dr. Esposito finalized 
the session and gave his views on the politi-
cal challenges the Ummah is facing. He as-
serted that “unless we address the desires of 
the mainstream majority for self-determina-
tion and good governance, and unless those 
political, economic and social issues are add-
ressed, we will continue to have instability, 
and in fact growing instability, and if ISIS is 
pushed out, another group will arise.” Moreo-
ver, he warned that “entrenched monarchies 
have in fact made themselves more entrenc-
hed both by the kinds of increases in not only 
aid assistance and goodies that they give to 
their citizens but also by far more tighter 
security and far more repression.” After the 
lectures, CIGA awarded the speakers with 
The Distinguished Public Intellectual Awards. 
Dr. Esposito received his award for his outs-
tanding contributions to the study of Islam, 
to Muslim-Christian understanding, and for 
his resolute efforts to end Islamophobia. Dr. 
Ramadan earned the award for his outstan-
ding contributions to Islamic Thought and 
Reform, Islam in the West and to the study 
of Islamic Ethics. Finally, Dr. Ibrahim Kalın, 

The Muslim Ummah in Today’s World

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

Dr. Tariq Ramadan addressing the conference 
in the public session at Yahya Kemal Beyatlı 

Convention Center

Dr. Mehmet Bulut, Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, Dr. John L. Esposito and Dr. Tariq Ramadan
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who unfortunately was not able to attend the 
conference, due to his travel with the Presi-
dent, also received an award for his outstan-
ding contributions to Islamic Philosophy and 
Epistemology, Islam and the West and for his 
public service. Furthermore, On October 9th  
the Independent  Industrialists and Business-
men Association (MÜSIAD) hosted a dinner 
for the speakers of the conference under the 
banner: “Advocating Strong Cooperation 
between Academia, Research and Business”.

President of MÜSİAD Businessmen Association Mr. Abdurrahman Kaan, 
Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian, Dr. Mehmet Bulut



10

CIGA SEMINAR SERIES 

The monthly seminar series with lecturers 
from IZU faculty as well as academicians and 
professors from other universities in Turkey 
and abroad kicked off its first event in Octo-
ber. The lectures are open to the public and 
are held in English.

On October 13th Sameeh Hammoudeh from 
Birzeit University (Palestine) spoke about 
identity and political issues related to Otto-
man Palestine. He reminded the audience 
about the firm structural orders that were 
advocated by Ottoman rulers and about the 
equal treatment of Muslims and Jews befo-
re the law. Instead of religious conflicts, the 
societal divisions existed according to Ham-
moudeh between rural people and the elites 
of the cities which lead to the deteriorati-
on in education and knowledge as schools 
were turned into private houses of the elite 
and furtherallowed for the  destruction of a 
strong common identity. 

CIGA welcomed Assoc. Prof. Hasan Köseba-
lan from Şehir University (Turkey) on Novem-
ber 29th for a talk on Turkish foreign policy. 
Professor Kösebalan explained how the three 
different identities that emerged out of the 
intellectual atmosphere of the late Ottoman 
Empire; Ottomanism, Islamism and Turkish 
nationalism have been the main motivator 

of foreign policy. However, he asserted that, 
foreign policy is always formed not only by 
the country’s own aspirations and ambitions, 
but also by otherfactors such as population 
size and the neighboring countries’ ambiti-
ons and the historical memory of the nation. 
Thus, in Turkey, during the last century, the 
memory of defeat has been a significant sha-
per of Turkish foreign policy.   

On December 15th, the CIGA Director Dr. 
Sami Al-Arian held an additional seminar 
on the pressing questions of the relations 
between the U.S., the Muslim World and the 
Future of Jerusalem. In the aftermath of U.S. 
president Donald Trump’s  declaration  of Je-
rusalem as the capital of Israel Dr. Al-Arian’s 
presentation described the history of the U.S.  
involvement  in the Middle-East. In particu-
lar, he argued that policies related to Israel in 
the U.S should be considered as an issue of 
domestic politics, rather than a foreign policy 
concern. 

On December 22nd, Assist. Professor Erhan 
Içener (Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim University) 
spoke on the future of Turkey and its relati-
ons with the European Union. He outlined the 
“long and narrow” road Turkey has so far ta-
ken towards EU membership and illustrated 
by examples certain negotiation tactics used 
by established EU member states in order to 
block the negotiations, and how the standar-
ds for joining the union have not been static 
but have always been modified by setting a 
different criteria for each candidate country.

The guest lecturers as well as the video re-
cordings from the conference can now be 
found on CIGA’s own YouTube Channel

Please subscribe to CIGA’s channel on You-
Tube and receive notifications when new vi-
deos are uploaded! To subscribe go to: 
goo.gl/Edu25r

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

Dr. Hasan Kösebalaban’s lecture

http://goo.gl/Edu25r
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During the summer and fall of 2017, Dr. Sami 

Al-Arian appeared in several TV interviews 

about Palestine and the Middle East. On 

July 17, 2017, he spoke on TRT World (Eng-

lish) about metal detectors outside Al Aqsa 

mosque used by the Israeli military as a secu-

rity measure (YouTube: goo.gl/dMLswF). On 

October 23, 2017, he participated in an exten-

sive interview on Al Hewar TV (Arabic) and 

commented on the Palestinian reconciliation 

talks, the Kurdish issue, and Saudi Arabia 

(YouTube: goo.gl/6mZpvk). On October 28th 

he was interviewed by Watan TV (Arabic) 

about the issue of authority in the Arab wor-

ld (YouTube: goo.gl/dvEqgm). On November 

4th, TV Channel 9 (Arabic) interviewed him 

on the Balfour Declaration (YouTube: goo.gl/

VGdkFC).

Dr. Al-Arian also participated at the TRT 

World Forum “Islamophobia and the root of 

far-right movements” (18 October) and in a 

workshop on Palestinian Reconciliation Talks 

sponsored by Ru’ya Research Center in Is-

tanbul (10 November) as well as in a round 

table discussion on the Palestinian Reconcili-

ation talks at the Egyptian Institute for Stra-

tegic and Political Studies (20 October). Mo-

reover, on November 17th, he attended the 

GPAS/MÜSIAD Conference titled “The Value 

of Knowledge and Importance of Research 

Centers”.

Newest publications by Dr. Sami Al-Arian 

include an Op-ed titled “Center for Islam and 

Global Affairs: A new initiative to study Mus-

lim societies and Turkey’s role in a globalized 

world” at Daily Sabah (23 September 2017) 

which explains the center’s vision and mis-

sion. 

From among the members of the center staff, 

Dr. Mohammed Moussa (Research Fellow) 

wrote a blog “Decolonising Civilisations” for 

the Muslim Institute (UK), and published a 

chapter titled ‘Kısla, Ekonomi ve Siyaset Üç-

geninde Mısır Ordusu’ (The Egyptian Army in 

the Triangle of Economy and Politics) in the 

book Ortadoğu’da Ordu ve Siyaset edited by 

Veysel Kurt.

Linda Hyökki’s (Research Associate) book 

review on ““The Experiences of Face Veil 

Wearers in Europe and the Law” appeared in 

Insight Turkey, Vol 19 No. 4 and our Resear-

ch Fellow Dr. Ömer Taşgetiren published in 

the journal DÎVÂN: Disiplinlerarası Çalışmalar 

Dergisi, Vol. 42 an academic article in Turkish 

named “Is liberal neutrality possible, or even 

desirable?”

Our Research Associate Amani Asenwar 

published a blog in Aljazeera Blogs (27 No-

vember 2017) titled “The Saudi Arabia’s 

‘Spring’ through the American lens.” (Text in 

Arabic). Research Fellow Dr. Ömer Taşgetiren 

also gave a three-week seminar in November 

on “Non-Western Democracies” in the Foun-

dation for the Sciences and the Arts (BİSAV).

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian on Al Hewar TV

http://goo.gl/dMLswF
http://goo.gl/6mZpvk
http://goo.gl/dvEqgm
http://goo.gl/VGdkFC
http://goo.gl/VGdkFC
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Finally, since one of CIGA’s main research 
areas includes foreign policy and internatio-
nal affairs Dr. Al-Arian sent a memorandum 
with policy recommendations addressed to 
the OIC members directly after the U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump declared Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel and after Turkey’s presi-
dent Erdoğan had called for an emergency 

OIC meeting regarding the issue. Here is the 

text of the policy recommendations.

 Memorandum

From: Dr. Sami Al-Arian, Director, 

Center for Islam and Global Affairs, Istanbul 

Zaim University

To: OIC Conference

Date: December 13, 2017

Subject: The Way forward to Respond to the 

US Declaration on Jerusalem

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ
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The Organization of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC) is convening a conference in Istanbul 

today to respond to the declaration by the 

U.S. President pronouncing Jerusalem as the 

capital of Israel. It’s important to note that 

the OIC itself was established in 1969 as a di-

rect result of the attempt to burn down the 

Aqsa mosque under Israeli military occupati-

on. Needless to say, the U.S. declaration will 

have a far-reaching impact not only regional-

ly but also worldwide. Jerusalem is sacred 

to billions of Muslims and Christians around 

the world. It has been an Arab and Muslim 

city for over 1400 years. And no peace can 

ever be achieved in the region if Palestinian 

and Arab rights are denied in the Holy Land. 

Even though countries and leaders someti-

mes make decisions based on ideological or 

political reasons, they would often change 

and reverse their positions when their vital 

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ
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interests are affected or threatened. The U.S. 

has been a strong ally, advocate, and enabler 

of Israel despite its military occupation, war 

crimes, and total refusal to implementing 

scores of UN resolutions or end its military 

occupation and restore Palestinian rights. 

Despite the outrage and anger expressed by 

tens of millions demonstrating around the 

world because of the American decision, so 

far no Muslim country has cut diplomatic rela-

tions with the U.S. or withdrawn its ambassa-

dor. No leader has closed U.S. military bases 

on his country’s soil or cancelled arms sales. 

No country has called for economic boycotts, 

oil embargo, or suspended trade deals, wit-

hdrew its massive investments and deposits 

(especially the gulf monarchies) that greatly 

help to sustain the American economy and 

stock market. In short, no country has yet ini-

tiated the type of response that would att-

ract the attention of American policymakers, 

congress, and economic elites.

Nevertheless, the OIC must present a strong 

and serious response in order to reverse this 

onslaught against the Muslim world, and 

restore Palestinian and Arab rights. The fol-

lowing suggestions represent the minimum 

steps needed to achieve such outcome.   

(1) Cut all diplomatic relations and other de-

alings with Israel until total compliance with 

all relevant UN security council and general 

assembly resolutions have been implemen-

ted. It is important to note that there are 

many resolutions on Jerusalem and the Pa-

lestine issue that have been totally disregar-

DIRECTOR’S AND STAFF ACTIVITIES CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ
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ded by Israel with impunity including the fol-

lowing UNSC resolutions on Jerusalem: 252 

(1968), 267 (1969), 271 (1969), 298 (1971), 465 

(1980),476 (1980), and 478 (1980).

(2) Give the U.S. a notice of two weeks to 

retract its decision, otherwise gradually step-

ping up the pressure by withdrawing their 

ambassadors and lowering the number of 

U.S. embassy staff, suspending arms sales 

and trade deals, ending or reducing the use 

of American dollars in oil sales, withdrawing 

investments in the American economy, and 

cutting or freezing diplomatic relations.

(3) Pledge to sever of all relations with any 

country that follows in the footsteps of the 

U.S. declaration on Jerusalem.

(4) Use all diplomatic and UN channels inclu-

ding the UN Security Council to isolate Israel 

and the U.S. Jerusalem declaration within the 

international community.

(5) Ask the International Court of Justice to 

declare the U.S. decision null and void in ac-

cordance with international law, and to lodge 

a complaint against Israel’s illegal settlement 

activities in Jerusalem and other war crimes 

in the occupied territories.

(6) Mobilize all relevant NGOs and peoples 

across the Muslim world as well as supporters 

of freedom and Palestinian rights across the 

world to keep the pressure through demons-

trations and peaceful activities including gi-

ving full support to the BDS (Boycott-Divest-

ment-Sanctions) movement worldwide.

(7) Call for a selected boycott campaign of 

U.S. products and companies by establishing 

a committee within the OIC that recommen-

ds which companies and products support 

Israel and its colonization project in Palesti-

ne, and thus to be isolated and boycotted.

(8) End all conflicts within the Muslim world, 

especially in Syria, Yemen, Libya, and elsew-

here, call for unity, and declare Palestine and 

Jerusalem as a priority for all Muslim count-

ries and as the central issue for the Muslim 

Umma and supporters of freedom around 

the world.

(9) Support the Palestinian struggle and re-

solve as follows:

(a) Encourage Palestinian unity and reconci-

liation among Palestinian factions.

(b) Support the Palestinian intifada and po-

pular resistance underway until Israel fully 

complies with international law.

(c) Support PLO leadership to withdraw from 

the disastrous Oslo process, rescind Israe-

li recognition, stop its security cooperation 

with the occupiers, and end its participation 

in the sham U.S.-sponsored mediation that 

only encourages Israeli aggressive behavior 

and non-compliance.

(d) Provide all means of support to the Pales-

tinian steadfastness in Jerusalem, the West 

Bank, Gaza, and in Palestinian refugee camps 

around the world, in their struggle and resis-

tance against Israeli brutal occupation, terro-

rism, and hegemony.

(10) If Jerusalem is the Muslim Umma’s red 

line as Turkish President Erdogan has decla-

red, then the OIC needs to prepare the Isla-

mic World for a long struggle against Israel 

and its enablers in all spheres and areas until 

Jerusalem is liberated and Palestinian rights 

are restored

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
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CIGA VISITS AND ACADEMIC COOPERATION

CIGA and the Department of Political 
Science and International Relations 

co-hosted three academic visitors from Ja-

pan at a “Religious Exchange and Public 

Sphere in the Contemporary Middle East” 

workshop on 29 August 2017 at Istanbul 

Sabahattin Zaim University. Professor Sami 

Al-Arian, Director of the Center for Islam and 

Global Affairs, introduced the workshop pro-

ceedings. Professor Satoru Miyamoto from 

Seigakuin University, Associate Professor 

Takayuki Yokota from Meiji University, Koic-

hi Fukunaga from Sophia University and Dr. 

Mohammed Moussa all presented papers on 

specific aspects of the Middle East from diffe-

rent perspectives. These presentations were 

followed by comments from discussants and 

an engaging discussion among participants. 

Dr. Mohammed Moussa also visited the Sop-

hia University and Tokio University in Japan 

in late July/early August 2017 and presented 

his work on transitions of Islam and democ-

racy there at two workshops.

On October 11th, CIGA co-organized 
with the Islamic Research Club at 

the Boğaziçi University (Boğaziçi İslam 
Araştırmaları Kulübü, BISAK) a lectu-
re on “The Future of Democracy in the 
Middle-East” with Dr. John L. Esposito, 
Dr. Dalia Fahmy and the Dr. Sami Al-Ari-
an as speakers. 

In October and November 2017, Dr. Sami 
Al-Arian visited several institutions in 

Ankara to establish long-lasting relati-
onships for fruitful cooperation. The ins-
titutions included the Center for Iranian 
Studies (IRAM), the Scientific and Te-
chnological Research Council of Turkey 
(TÜBITAK) and the Directorate of Religi-
ous Affairs (Diyanet). A visit to the Tur-
kish Parliament to exchange views with 
the chair and vice chair of the Foreign 
Affairs committee, Dr. Taha Özhan and 
Dr. Cemallattin Kani Torun, respectively 
was also organized on November 8th.  
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İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ



17

The Idea of the Muslim World (2017) argues that 
while arriving recently on the discursive scene, 

the concept of the ‘Muslim World’ has had an impa-
ctful career in global intellectual history. By histori-
cizing the concept Prof. Cemil Aydin (University of 
North Carolina) deconstructs the assumptions be-
hind it. His most provocative arguments are that the 
idea of the Muslim World, itself a product of the 19th 
century, is a racist and geopolitical concept with no 
precedence in the Islamic tradition. It is racist beca-
use the concept constructs Muslim identity in terms 
borrowed from European essentialist discourse on 
race from the same period. Complex pre-colonial 
constructions of cultural/ethnic difference, theologi-
cal sectarian difference, or legal difference faded 
into a singular essentialized category called “Mus-
lim” or “Islamic”. Much like colonial constructions 
of blackness or whiteness, Muslim identity came to 
mimic racial identities. The word ‘Muslim’ flattened 
out pre-colonial nuances natural to Islamic discour-
se. In its place we begin to find a dominant essenti-
alist identity, which promised to create sympathies 
among coreligionists. Alongside its colonial legacy, 
the ‘Muslim World’ also became a geopolitical con-
cept, i.e. it became a space, grafted on a map, with 
borders, tied to territory. The territorialization of the 
‘Muslim World’ circumscribed Muslim self-imaginati-
on to a strikingly modern form.  Muslims became ge-
ographically fixed often in terms of majoritarian logi-
cs and always within the frame of the modern state. 

The arguments of this book are a formidable challen-
ge to those who have believed in the existence of an 
ahistorical and natural Muslim World.

If the concept of tawhid is central to Islam and Islamic 
society and culture, it is because of its significance to 

existence and to all the relevant systems in life including 
political, economic, social, and world orders. The work 
of Dr. Ismail Raji al-Faruqi on the subject of tawhid en-
titled “Al-Tawhid: Its Implications for Thought and Life,” 
thus presents the reader with a comprehensive reading 
on this concept that goes beyond the classical theologi-
cal presentation and into an epistemological approach 
that ties all aspects of life to this central theme. Cont-
rary to the materialist approach where the dialectic is 
between man and nature, in the Tawhid paradigm, there 
is a constant dynamic between God, Man, and Natu-
re, where God is communicating through the text (the 
Qur’an) and His creation (Nature). The essence of the 
purpose of existence and creation might thus be dis-
cerned from reflecting on the deeper meanings of the 
text and understanding the unified laws of nature. The 
essence of Islamic civilization and life would then be re-
alized when man, the subject of creation and the text, 
combines both readings within the Tawhid paradigm. 

In the endeavor to explain the doctrine of unity, Dr. 
al-Faruqi explores a broad spectrum of subjects, 
drawing into his discussions various elements from 
history, comparative religion, anthropology, sociology, 
philosophy, ethics, epistemology, and other disciplines. 
As such, his concept of tawhid is deep, comprehensive, 
and universal. 

Along with his book, the Cultural Atlas of Islam, this 
book represents the deep commitment of Dr. al-Faruqi 
to an original and harmonious approach for human civi-
lization and progress.

By Prof. Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian
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New MA and PhD programs in “Islam and 

Global Affairs Studies”

The Political Science and International Re-

lations Department of Istanbul Zaim Uni-

versity and the Center for Islam and Global 

Affairs have jointly opened applications for 

new English language only MA and PhD 

programs in a track called “Islam and Global 

Affairs Studies” to be commenced in Janu-

ary 2018. Highly qualified students will be 

supported by scholarships and stipends and 

CIGA is looking forward to welcome highly 

qualified Turkish and international students 

to join this unique program which will also 

host international professors and lecturers. 

MISCELLANEOUS

UPCOMING EVENTS

In the 2018 spring semester, CIGA will organize 
several conferences that are open to the public.  

Date TBA - conference on women’s 
empowerment (check CIGA’s website for 
details)

6-8 April 2018 – conference on 
Islamophobia (check CIGA’s website for 
details) 
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