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CIGA was established less than a year ago 

with a clear mandate and well-defined vision, 

which is “To be a premiere research institution for 

ideas, analysis, and policy recommendations on 

global affairs impacting the Muslim World, and 

its future relations with world powers based on 

shared principles, common interests, and mutual 

respect.” 

In fulfilling this mission, CIGA established four 

departments: (a) Department of Islam and 

Muslim Societies Studies (IMSS); (b) Department 

of Geopolitical and Strategic Studies (GPSS);  

(c) Department of Islamophobia and Muslim 

Minorities Studies (IMMS); and (d) Department 

of Academic Development, Civic Engagement, 

Training, and Surveys (ACTS).  CIGA’s research 

and action plan consist of several activities within 

each department that include working research 

groups, publications, conferences, symposia, 

seminars, policy analyses, book discussions, 

training programs, and many other activities. 

During its first 9 months, CIGA organized two 

major international conferences in October 2017 

(The Muslim Ummah Conference) and April 2018 

(The Islamophobia Conference), three symposia 

in January and March 2018 (on Jerusalem and the 

MENA Region); nine seminars on many aspects 

of international relations including on Turkey, Iran, 

Syria, Palestine, Sudan, the Horn of Africa, the 

US, the European Union, and others; as well as 

four book discussions, where some of the most 

important books in the areas of interest to CIGA, 

were discussed. A film screening organized by 

CIGA Student Society (CSS) was also shown last 

March. 

Moreover, CIGA organized last May the first exhibit 

of its kind commemorating the 1948 Palestinian 

Catastrophe, titled: “Palestine Remembered: 

Commemorating the 70th Anniversary of the 

Palestinian Nakba,” which is featured in this issue 

of the Strategist. 

Finally, this summer CIGA is organizing and 

hosting a summer school program titled 

“Leadership Development Program” to over 

50 young scholars coming from over a dozen 

countries. This program encompasses intellectual 

development, political education, as well as the 

skill set needed to empower the next generation 

of scholars and intellectual leaders. 

In the next few months, CIGA will start publishing 

much of its activities in three languages, English, 

Turkish, and Arabic. Stay tuned.
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The Center for Islam and Global Affairs 

(CIGA) and Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim 

University (IZU) organized the first 

international conference focused around 

the topic of Islamophobia and its global 

challenges in April 2018. CIGA director, Dr. 

Sami Al-Arian, formally introduced the three-

day conference at the university and invited 

the University Rector, Prof. Dr. Mehmet 

Bulut, to deliver a welcome address. Dr. 

Bulut commented on some of the challenges 

faced by Muslims today and noted how Islam 

was an accommodating religion—using the 

legacy of the Ottoman Empire as an example. 

He expressed his hopes that the conclusions 

and recommendations highlighted by 

speakers at the end of the conference will 

be utilized by various social and political 

agencies to counter the general phenomenon 

of anti-Muslim bigotry. As with previous 

conferences organized by CIGA, student 

volunteers, mostly from the department of 

Political Science and International Relations, 

contributed significantly to the success of 

the event. The conference consisted of five 

main academic sessions, as well as a sixth 

session that welcomed a keynote address 

and a roundtable discussion by all speakers 

on policy recommendations. Below is a brief 

description of the conference proceedings. 

The “International Conference on Islamophobia. Contextualizing 
Islamophobia: Its Impact on Culture and Global Politics”, April 6-8, 2018. 
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Plenary session: ‘The Perils of 
Islamophobia and the Challenge 
of Inclusion’

The plenary session of the conference 

started with Dr. Salman Sayyid’s 

(University of Leeds, UK) discussion on 

how Islamophobia has impacted Muslim 

minorities around the world, and the 

relationship between Islamophobia and white 

revanchism as it relates to the emergence of 

Donald Trump and his right-wing supporters. 

Perhaps the most memorable part of Dr. 

Sayyid’s presentation was about how Hindu-

nationalists in India are using the concept 

of ‘Love Jihad’ as a means of Islamophobia. 

Dr. Farid Hafez, a visiting faculty member 

at CIGA and senior researcher at Salzburg 

University in Austria, followed Dr. Sayyid’s 

presentation with a powerful one of his own. 

Dr. Hafez provided a comparative analysis of 

contemporary anti-Semitic and Islamophobic 

imaginaries by discussing various relevant 

studies and pieces of evidence. Finally, 

former president of Religious Affairs in 

Turkey (Diyanet Işleri), Dr. Mehmet Görmez, 

emphasized how Muslim scholars can guide 

the fight against Islamophobia. Dr. Görmez 

also mentioned the injustice meted out to 

Swiss-Muslim intellectual Dr. Tariq Ramadan 

in France. He called upon the Muslim world to 

fight for his immediate release. The session 

was moderated by Dr. Sami Al-Arian.
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Session I: ‘Understanding the Roots 
of Islamophobia: An Epistemologi-
cal and Historical Approach’

In the first academic session of the 

conference, Dr. Todd Green from Luther 

College (USA) explored the various political 

and cultural factors that have driven 

Islamophobia in the West, and the question 

of how 9/11 amplified them. After Dr. Green, 

Dr. Mohammad Marandi from the University 

of Tehran (Iran) argued that Islamophobia 

is closely affiliated with Orientalism and the 

accompanying stereotypes that project Islam 

as a civilizational foil. The session ended 

with Dr. Burak Erdenir’s (Turkey’s Ministry 

of European Union Affairs) speech on the 

fall-out of internal financial and economic 

break-downs in Europe. He explained how 

that has resulted in an exclusionary political 

landscape that seeds anti-Muslim sentiments 

in Europe. Dr. Erhan Içener (IZU) moderated 

the session.

Session II: ‘The Cultural and Social 
Impact of Islamophobia’

The second session of the conference 

included presentations of regional examples. 

Dr. Enes Bayrakli (SETA, Istanbul) discussed 

the Western narrative about the Islamophobic 

and left-leaning Kurdistan Workers Party 

(PKK), which operates in Turkey, Syria, Iraq 

and moves freely in Europe. After Dr. Bayraklı, 

Dr. Ali Hüseyinoğlu from Trakya University 

(Turkey) analyzed Greece as a case study 

to better understand why Islamophobic 

attacks, both physical and discursive, keep 

rising throughout Europe, despite the fact 
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that Islam has been a part of the social and 

political landscape there since the Ottoman 

Empire. The session was moderated by Dr. 

Ömer Taşgetiren (IZU).

Session III: ‘Islamophobia: Implica-
tions for Civil and Human Rights’

IIn her speech, Rutgers University lecturer, 

Dr. Sahar Aziz, discussed how the hijab 

post-9/11 became caught at the intersection 

of a bias against Islam, on the one hand, and 

the image of radicalized Muslims and gender 

issues, on the other. She said that Muslim 

women are also objectified in ideological 

and corporal domestic conflicts in ways that 

profoundly affect their lives. The next speaker, 

Ahmed Bedier, leader of ‘United Voices of 

America’ (USA), detailed the anti-Muslim 

network in America, its founders, activists, 

organizations, lawmakers, and clergy. He 

strongly suggested that the minority-

Muslim community in the United States 

needs to identify and enter the country’s 

establishment politics in order to counter 

campaigns launched against them. The 

session was concluded by Dr. Sami Al-Arian’s 

(CIGA, IZU) speech, in which he illustrated 

how the so-called ‘War on Terror’ constitutes 

an ‘erosion of civil liberties in America.’ In 

his presentation, Dr. Al-Arian argued that in 

the post-9/11 era, the political establishment 

in the United States deliberately employed 

a number of policies, strategies, and tactics 

to disenfranchise American Muslims. Dr. 

Fatimah Binti Abdullah moderated the 

session. 

Session IV: ‘Islamophobia: The 
Othering of American and 
European Muslims’ 

The fourth session started with Dr. Farhan 

Mujahid Chak’s (University of Qatar) discus-

sion on the weakening of social bonds, social 

alienation and ‘normlessness.’ In his pres-
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entation Dr. Chak used Durkheim’s concept 

of ‘anomie’ to support his analysis. Dr. Kaa-

rina Aitamurto from the University of Hel-

sinki (Finland) presented on Islamophobia’s 

historical and socio-cultural roots in Russia. 

With her examples from media and political 

discourse, she explained how global migra-

tion and the aftermath of 9/11 led to a rise 

in hate-speech against Muslims. Importantly, 

she noted that attacks on Muslim migrants 

are mostly based on their religious affiliation, 

rather than ethnicity. However, she added 

that Russian nationalists borrow and repeat 

Islamophobic narratives from the West. On 

the lesser known topic of Islamophobia in In-

dia and China, Dr. Mohamed Nawab Osman 

from RSIS (Singapore) detailed how Muslims 

in India face institutional discrimination, and 

how everyday anti-Muslim incidents are in-

creasing under the current Hindu-nationalist 

government. He also discussed Chinese gov-

ernment’s policy of referencing the Han eth-

nic majority, as well as the Communist Par-

ty’s aim to secularize society, both of which 

cause fear within the Muslim community. In 

a revealing presentation explaining the Ro-

hingya’s indigenous connection to Myanmar, 

Dr. Maung Zarni from the European Centre 

for the Study of Extremism (UK) discussed 

the ongoing genocide of this Muslim minor-

ity community. His presentation scrutinized 

the official Burmese archives to debunk the 

myth that “Myanmar does not have a people 

named the Rohingya.” Dr. Muhammad Mous-

sa (IZU) moderated the session.

Session V: ‘Islamophobia as a Tool 
of Foreign Policy and Empire For-
mulation’

The last academic session of the 

conference commenced with a lecture 

by Dr. Ramon Grosfoguel from the University 

of California (USA). In his speech, Dr. 

Grosfoguel delved into the question of 

how Islamophobia became a distinct racist 

phenomenon in the early modern period. 

Relating Islamophobia to the international 

division of labor and global geopolitics, he 
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discussed the processes that led to the rise 

of Islamophobia from the Spanish Empire 

to the American Empire in 21st century, 

and explained how Islamophobia as an 

ideology has replaced anti-Communism. Dr. 

Mazin Qumsiyeh, a Palestinian activist and 

academic from Bethlehem University (West 

Bank), discussed how societies dominated 

by one ideology or religion are as weak as 

ecosystems dominated by only one species, 

and used the examples of Crusaderism, 

Zionism, and Wahhabism to emphasize his 

point. At the end of the session, Dr. Hatem 

Bazian, from the University of California 

(USA), explained how Islamophobes associate 

Islam with “fundamentalism” and “terrorism” 

by referring to an editorial published by an 

Egypt-based magazine Al-Ahram, in which 

the editor suggested the football sensation, 

Mohamed Salah, “shave off his beard and 

adopt a new look.” Dr. Bazian thus argued 

that the beard of a Muslim Egyptian becomes 

a sign of a negative political expression and 

is not to be regarded as a mere religious 

choice. The session was chaired by Dr. Ravza 

Kavakçı Kan, an AK Party MP and vice-chair 

of Turkey’s Human Rights division. 
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Session VI: Speakers’ Roundtable 
discussion: Confronting Islamo-
phobia at the Political, Social, and 
Cultural Levels

The final session of the conference started 

with a special keynote address by the 

prominent professor of Peace Studies, Dr. 

Johan Galtung (Peace University, Norway). 

Dr. Galtung emphasized in his speech 

the collective responsibility of everyone, 

Muslims and non-Muslims alike, to work 

together towards confronting Islamophobia. 

Muslims, he said, should do a better job in 

presenting and explaining Islam to non-

Muslims. One way of doing this is through 

good merchandise practices in which 

parties involved share the costs and the 

risks business transactions, as is done in 

the Islamic model. However, he also noted 

that non-Muslims should be aware of their 

ignorance and misconceptions about Islam 

and thus stay open to explanations provided 

by engaged Muslims. After Dr. Galtung’s 

contribution, the speakers of the conference 

gathered for a roundtable discussion about 

policy recommendations. Each gave their 

recommendations and ideas regarding how 

Islamophobia can be confronted in four 

different areas of social and political life; NGOs 

and Religious Communities, government, 

media, and in individual relations. The policy 

recommendations will be accessible to the 

public when published.
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CIGA SEMINAR SERIES 

On Monday, April 9, Dr. Mohamed Marandi 

(University of Tehran, Iran) gave a 

guest lecture titled “The US, Iran, and Major 

Challenges Facing the Region.” He started 

his discussion by introducing the audience to 

the historical context underlying some of the 

major political problems between Iran and 

the United States. Dr. Marandi highlighted 

the question of how relations between Iran 

and the West have been perceived, and 

noted that the major point of divergence 

between Iran and the U.S. can be explained 

by the American position on Israel and its 

illegitimate involvement in the political 

affairs of the region. Finally, the Iranian 

scholar discussed the outcomes of American 

imperial overreach, which impacts the 

political environment in the Middle East and 

affects the “natural allies” of Iran and Turkey, 

as well as other main actors in the region.

On Wednesday, April 18, Dr. Yakoob 

Ahmed, lecturer at the Faculty of 

Theology at Istanbul University, joined CIGA 

for a guest seminar titled “The Struggle for 

Political Legitimacy in the Middle East.” 

Dr. Ahmed challenged the premise of the 

concept of political legitimacy by questioning 

the modern nation-state, which he maintains 

is currently under threat. The modern 

nation-state and its policy of “enforced 

secularism” have contributed to this crisis 

of legitimacy, especially in the Muslim world 

since the Arab Spring. Despite its misleading 

characterization as a model of “progress,” 

the nation-state is predicated on periods of 

violence by colonial powers and “collective 

amnesia” regarding its problematic past. The 

nation-state, in Dr. Ahmed’s words, “poses a 

dialectic struggle” for Muslims. Islam is at a 

tension with secularism because secularism 

is a worldview that has become globalized 

in every state and every individual as a form 

of “salvation from religion.” It attempts to 

regulate the role of religion in the public 

sphere, which Islam naturally contests. 

Demonization of Islam stems from this; 

were it not for secularism there would be 

no Islamophobia. Dr. Ahmed emphasized 

the imperative for Muslims, especially 

CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ
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young Muslims, to maintain their memory 
as an ummah and envisage a future of an 
alternative to the nation-state—one rooted 
in a historical system (premodern Islam) that 
thrived for 1400 years. Dr. Ahmed argued that 
the intellectual discussion about legitimacy 
in the Muslim world should be preceded 
by talks on the idea of secularism and its 
role as a tool of the modern nation state in 
the Muslim world. He believes that Muslims 
have a strong political tradition and moral 
values to withstand the present crisis in the 
Muslim world and seek deeper scholastic 
engagements towards its revitalization.

On Wednesday, April 11, CIGA hosted Dr. 
Ahmad Abdelrahman, former Interior 

Minister of Sudan. Dr. Abdelrahman’s 
discussion, titled “Sudan Today: Challenges, 
Threats and Opportunities,” provided an 
overview of Sudan’s demographic makeup, 
linguistic diversity, geographic advantage, 
vastness, and immense economic resources. 
Dr. Abdelrahman also presented Sudan’s 

historical and current governmental and 

political anatomy, from Ottoman rule to 

post-independence from Egyptian and 

British rule. Challenges currently confronting 

Sudan include maintaining political unity and 

searching for an acceptable, effective formal 

democratic government that is also Islamic 

in its orientation. South Sudan’s secession 

and the significant loss of oil production 

contributed to Sudan’s deteriorating 

economic conditions, compounded by the 

pressure of migration to Khartoum from 

neighboring areas of conflict. This migration 

lead to decreasing agricultural production, 

as farmers and shepherds have moved 

from the rural areas to cities, increasing 

urban consumption and placing additional 

strains on the economy. Regarding future 

opportunities for Sudan, Dr. Abdelrahman 

expressed optimism in the country’s balanced 

foreign diplomacy as well as its successful 

experience in Islamic banking. 

CIGA SEMINAR SERIES CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ
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From Monday, May 7, to Friday, May 

11, the Center for Islam and Global 

Affairs (CIGA) and Istanbul Sabahattin 

Zaim University (IZU) hosted a powerful 

photographic exhibition titled, “Palestine 

Remembered” in commemoration of 

Nakba Day (held annually on May 15). The 

exhibition presented 150 vivid and high-

quality photographs depicting the story 

of Palestine and capturing the themes of 

Palestine’s historical rights, the steadfastness 

of its people, and the country’s magnificent 

natural beauty. It provided a comprehensive 

walkthrough of modern Palestine, from the 

period of the British Mandate and the 1948 

Nakba (featuring photos from historical 

archives) to the most recent atrocities in 

Gaza.

The event was a resounding success, 

generating a turnout of hundreds of guests 

including students, faculty, administration, 

and off-campus guests from other 

universities. The event partners and 

sponsors included UKEAD, Ümmet Vakfi, 

and the Palestinian International Forum. 

University President Dr. Mehmet Bulut and 

CIGA Director Dr. Sami Al-Arian both offered 

opening remarks at the event’s inauguration. 

CIGA also welcomed remarks from respective 

sponsor representatives about the centrality 

of Palestine and Jerusalem, maintaining 

consciousness of the Palestinian cause, and 

the religious status of Jerusalem. 

Short documentaries covering key moments 

in Palestinian history supplemented the 

exhibit. Overall, the “Palestine Remembered” 

exhibit complemented CIGA’s general 

research focus on the affairs of occupied 

Palestine as well as Turkish-Palestinian 

relations.
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Throughout the month of April, CIGA 

Director Prof. Dr. Sami A. Al-Arian 

participated as an invited speaker in several 

events. On April 14, he gave a speech at 

the Kuala Lumpur Forum in Istanbul titled 

“Regional and International Challenges and 

Conflicts of Interest: Challenges of Democratic 

Transition.” On April 21, he participated in 

the 2nd European Islamophobia Summit 

which was sponsored by the municipality 

of Ümraniye in Istanbul. Dr. Al-Arian spoke 

on the issue of “Globalized Islamophobia.” 

He also gave a guest lecture at BISAV 

(Science and Arts Foundation) on the topic 

of “Settler Colonialism in Palestine/Israel.” 

On April 27, the ICYF-DC (Islamic Conference 

Youth Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation) 

organized the 1st Model OIC Arabic for High 

Schools in Istanbul, themed “Preserving 

international status and Islamic character of 

Al-Quds Al-Sharif” and invited Dr. Al-Arian 

as a guest speaker. After the presidential and 

parliamentary elections in Turkey on June 24, 

Dr. Al-Arian gave his expert opinion about 

the results on TRT Al-Arabia.

DIRECTOR’S AND STAFF ACTIVITIES CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ



15

DIRECTOR’S AND STAFF ACTIVITIESCENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ

CIGA Senior Research Associate, Fadi 

Zatari, published three editorials in 

the Daily Sabah. His texts focus on CIGA’s 

research endeavors as they pertain to 

relations between occupied Palestine and 

Israel. In his article, “Palestinian culture of 

Sumud” (April 3, 2018), Zatari explains that 

as a response to the unethical Israeli policy of 

expulsion and dispossession starting in 1948, 

the Palestinians have expressed different form 

of resistance. Resistance itself has become a 

pattern of life, part and parcel of Palestinian 

culture. Sumud, as Zatari argues, is focused 

on preserving the self in the present to open 

new horizons, perspectives, and hopes in 

the future for self-determination, liberty, 

and equality. Examples of sumud can be 

observed when, for instance, Israeli settlers 

burn olive trees and Palestinians continue to 

plant new ones.

In his article titled “Israel: the state of 
Hasbara” (May 8, 2018), Zatari offers 

insight into the Hebrew concept of hasbara, 

meaning propagandistic fabrications and 

lies, and how it functions as an apparatus for 

selectively disseminating Zionist propaganda 

as alleged “facts” on behalf of the Israeli state. 
Zatari demonstrates how the state of Israel, 
through the use of hasbara, aims to repair its 
global image as a racist state built on policies 
of colonization and apartheid by promoting 
itself as a strong, unique, and undefeated 
country instead.

Fadi Zatari’s third editorial, “Israeli 
academia: A distinctive facade of 

apartheid” (June 10, 2018), discusses how 
Israeli academic institutions are deeply 
involved in empowering and advocating 
Israeli policies in the Palestinian territories, 
as well as emboldening the Israeli apartheid 
system. As a solution, Zatari advocates a 
boycott on Israeli academia as a non-violent 
social justice tool. He argues that “boycotting 
Israeli academia is an ethical responsibility of 
every academic, scholar and intellectual who 
stands for justice and peace.”  

CIGA Research Associate, Linda Hyökki, 
and Research Fellow, Dr. Farid Hafez, 

participated in a public panel on April 11 
at SETA VAKFI (Foundation for Political, 
Economic and Social Research) in Ankara 
to present on the “European Islamophobia 
Report 2017.” Dr. Farid Hafez is the co-editor 
of the report and Linda Hyökki has authored 
the country report on Finland, her native 
country, successively for the past three years. 
The annual report is a valuable source for 
decision makers, academics, and civil society 
actors on Islamophobia around Europe. It 
includes analysis of incidents, media reports, 
political discourses, and other manifestations 
of Islamophobia in each country. The reports 
for 2015, 2016, and 2017, as well as all individual 
country reports, can be downloaded from 

www.islamophobiaeurope.com.      
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MOU between CIGA and Strategic Thinking 
Group (STG)

On May 8, 2018, Prof. Dr.  Sami A. Al-Arian, 
the Director of the Center for Islam and 
Global Affairs (CIGA) at Istanbul Zaim 
University, and Mr. Muhammad Al-Rashed, 
Vice President of the Strategic Thinking 
Group (STG), signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU). The MOU called for 
partnership in organizing events, offering 
courses and joint certificates. The Strategic 
Thinking Group is a non-profit, independent, 
research organization based in Istanbul, 
Turkey. It is composed of a group of strategic 
thinking research centers and consultation 
centers in cooperation with experts, scholars, 
and researchers. STG provides much-needed 
consultations and situation analyses that aim 
to advance relations among its members, 
associations, and policy makers for the 
purpose of raising awareness and reaching 
a common understanding for solutions of 
current and future crises.

CIGA participated in “Workshop on Muslim 
Diaspora: Prospects and Challenges for 
Global Peace and Prosperity”, Istanbul 12-
13, 2018

“Muslims have been part of the global 
phenomenon of population movements 
since the times of the hijra. Muslim groups, 
wherever they have gone have had—and still 
have—the imperative of contributing to the 

growth of cultural and intellectual prosperity 
of their host societies.” Such were the 
remarks of H.E. Amb. Musa Kulaklıkaya at the 
joint workshop organized by SESRIC (The 
Statistical, Economic and Social Research 
and Training Centre for Islamic Countries) 
and YTB (Presidency for Turks Abroad 
and Related Communities), in which CIGA 
Research Associate Linda Hyökki was invited 
to participate.  

Hyökki’s area of specialization at CIGA 
includes work on Islamophobia as well as 
Muslim minorities in the West. The workshop 
presentations offered useful insights into 
the newest research findings by the Social 
Sciences University of Ankara on the current 
conditions and challenges the various 
diasporic communities of OIC countries 
around the world face. Topics such as social 
integration, economic activity, inclusion in 
the labor market, access to services, and 
family union were on the agenda of the 
two-day workshop. Mr. Marwan Muhammad, 
former director of the Collective Against 
Islamophobia in France, established in 
his presentation that Islamophobia has 
detrimental consequences on social 
cohesion, as Muslims get discouraged from 
participating in society due to frustration 
over having to always justify themselves 
and their religious identities. Moreover, he 
argued that within the security paradigm 
commonly used in Europe towards Muslims, 
police have the right to arrest people 
without them being suspected of any actual 
crime. Mr. Moussa emphasized that Muslim 
diasporic communities should thus own their 
narratives and speak for themselves instead 
of being spoken of. 

Findings of the Global Muslim Diaspora 
research project can be found in detail on the 
SESRIC website. 

CIGA VISITS AND ACADEMIC COOPERATION CENTER FOR ISLAM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
İSLAM VE KÜRESEL İLİŞKİLER MERKEZİ
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BOOK DISCUSSIONS

Political activist Houria Bouteldja speaks 

not as an academic, but an activist that is 

highly informed by decolonial critique and 

scholarship. In the introduction to the book, 

famous scholar and activist Cornel West 

summarizes the central point of Bouteldja’s 

attempt with the words: “[…] a politics that 

is unapologetically anti-patriarchal, anti-

capitalist, and anti-imperialist grounded in the 

doings and sufferings of colonized 

people” (7). Bouteldja clearly 

situates herself as a political 

subject within a larger reading 

of history through decolonial 

lenses, and draws especially on 

the contemporary experiences 

of North African and what she 

calls “Arab-Berber-Muslim” 

immigration (17). But Bouteldja 

does not write this book to 

condemn or call out misdoings. 

She calls herself “not innocent” 

and reflects upon her own 

existence in France as being 

“white” (27). Two pages later, she 

makes clear what she means by that: “I am not 

exactly white. I am whitened. I am here because 

I was thrown up by History. I am here because 

white people were in my country, because they 

are still there (29-30).”

The book is structured in six chapters. In the 

first, the author discusses French philosopher 

Jean-Paul Sartre’s stance towards the anti-

colonial war, which she does not consider a 

fully-fledged argument, since Sartre on one 

side sees the armed struggle as the only way 

left to defend the oppressed, while he at 

the same time upholds the Jewish state as a 

project for an independent, free, and peaceful 

state. For Bouteldja, this is nothing but 

reflection of “white conscience” (21). She then 

moves to present Jean Genet as the figure who 

went beyond Sarte. She concludes this chapter 

by raising the question, what can persons 

of color offer the white man? The answer is 

seemingly simple: Peace through revolutionary 

love (32). In the second chapter, dedicated to 

white people, Bouteldja illustrates what she 

means by “peace through revolutionary love”: 

Peace is nothing but the absence of war. A 

peace that can only happen at “the crossroads 

of our mutual interests” and 

that builds on the premise 

of the white man to give up 

defending his racial interests 

that allow his domination and 

the disenfranchisement of 

persons of color. (49). In the 

third chapter dedicated to 

Jews, she redefines persons of 

color and their relationship to 

Jews, and calls them chosen 

people by the West for three 

reasons: in order to “solve the 

white world’s moral legitimacy 

crisis […], to outsource republican racism 

and finally to be the weaponized wing of 

Western imperialism in the Arab World” (55). 

The fourth chapter, dedicated to indigenous 

women, problematizes feminism as something 

contained within the framework of Western 

liberalism (90). She discusses Audre Lord and 

James Baldwin in rethinking the world (91-93), 

before her attempt to redefine the world (117-

18). In her conclusion, she draws on Malcolm X 

and presents him as a person who can teach 

what love means. Malcolm for her represented 

a complex means to find love and not become 

a hateful person. From there, Bouteldja goes 

to her proposal of a new “We” of revolutionary 

love (139-40).

By Dr. Farid Hafez 
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Naved Bakali’s first monograph, titled 

Islamophobia: Understanding Anti-Muslim 

Racism through the Lived Experiences of 

Muslim Youth (Sense Publishers, 2016), is 

an empirical contribution to the research on 

the social reality of Muslim minorities living 

in Western societies. The book investigates 

the experiences of Muslim youth in Canadian 

secondary schools in the aftermath of 9/11. 

Bakali’s fieldwork is based on the methodology 

of Critical Ethnography. He frames his analysis 

within Critical Race Theory, giving his study 

a politically motivated and value-oriented 

purpose to advocate for the emancipation of 

the Canadian Muslim minority. The empirical 

data in his work includes interviews and focus 

group discussions with young male and female 

Muslim adults, as well as Muslim and non-

Muslim teachers.

The value of Bakali’s research is embodied in 

his discussion on how Islamophobia in Quebec 

is connected to the larger historical context of 

Quebecois identity-politics as an exclusionist, 

nationalist, separatists state in Canada. 

Bakali criticizes the policies of Canadian 

multiculturalism and argues that, as a concept, 

it entails a power hierarchy in which the 

nationalist subject has the power to tolerate 

the Other. Such attitudes are exemplified 

in the narrations of his interviewees who 

reported racist slurs such as “Go back to your 

country,” indicating the association of Muslim 

identity with foreign ancestry, and the way 

the presence of the Muslim subject is seen as 

a contamination of “Western” national space. 

Oppressive attitudes that Muslim students 

experienced during their school years were 

demonstrated further in the ways in which 

they were forced to accept negative narratives 

about Islam by regulating their speech in class 

to conform with the teacher’s views. 

The book and its case study bring to light the 

fact that Islamophobia is a global, historical 

phenomenon, but makes it easy for the reader 

to follow specific Muslim localities, each of 

which has its own particularities shaped by 

social, economic, historical and cultural factors.

By Linda Hyökki
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